Child Abuse on 2 sides of A4

Everybodys business:

· Safety and welfare of children-or child protection-is everybody’s business.  Could be a neighbour, friend, parent, relative , childminder, teacher, doctor          or working in an organisation that is in contact with young children.
· Child abuse hit the headlines on a regular basis-these cases are few and far between.

· In the majority of cases, we make sure children are protected and safe from harm.

What is Child Abuse?
4 Categories: physical , emotional, sexual and neglect

Physical: hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning , burning or scalding, drowning, suffocating or otherwise causing physical harm to a child 

Emotional: persistent emotional ill treatment of a child such as to cause severe and persistent effects on the child’s emotional development eg:

1. conveyance of worthlessness and inadequacy

2. inappropriate expectations eg. Interactions beyond a child’s developmental capability , overprotection, social isolation 

3. causing a child to feel frightened or in danger eg. Witnessing domestic violence , seeing or hearing the ill treatment of another. 

4. Exploitation or corruption

Sexual: forcing or enticing a child , young person to take part in sexual activity eg. Physical contact (touching, rapr , buggary) or non physical  acts eg involving children in looking at , or in the production of , pornographic material or watching sexual activities , or encouraging to behave in  sexually inappropriate ways. 
Neglect: The persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical or psychological needs eg. Failing to provide adequate food, shelter and clothing, failing to protect from physical harm or danger, or the failure to ensure acess to appropriate medical care or treatment.
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Notice!             Listen!       Speak out!


How do I deal with a child who tells me about abuse?

If a child starts talking about the abus , neglect etc;

· Listen to them calmly and reassuringly 
· Let them freely recall what is important to them

· Keep questions neutral – answers to leading questions would not be admissible in court

· Don’t give the impression that you don’t believe them

Remember , you may well be the first person that they have opened up to.

· Make a note of the discussion, when and where it happened, who was present and what the child said.

All this information will be useful if the child is interviewed by the police  or the Children’s Service s Department.

Management of child abuse:

Ethical dilemmas eg

· Whether to breach confidentiality

· When to involve the police

· Whether the children should be taken into care for thir own good, or left supervised at home for the parents good. 

· How to distinguish between rigid discipline and cruelty /criminal abuse?

Several general points of advice may help:

· Have a low threshold of suspicion

· Get another opinion (colleague, HV, local police , sugeon , paediatrician)

· Try to confirm the diagnosis (eg . skeletal survey )

· Consider calling a case conference ( involving medical, social, and perhaps psychiatric input) and registering the child as  ‘at risk’

· Offer the family the support and care they need.

· Consider whether child needs to be immediately removed ( hospitalisation or Place of Safety Order from magistrate on application by the police, social services or NSPCC)for upto 28 days. 
